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Exploring Census Data 
Webinar Series

• Monthly webinars on key topics
• Follows real-life use cases
• Presented by Census subject matter experts
• Includes Q&A
• Recorded and posted for later reference
• Learn more at: https://www.census.gov/academy
• View 2019 webinar series materials at:  

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html
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Exploring Census Data Webinar Series

Topic: Date:

Transportation March 31, 2020

Finance April 28, 2020

Education May 27, 2020

Economic Geography June 16, 2020

Emerging Technologies July 21, 2020

New Businesses August 11, 2020

Hidden Gems September 22, 2020

SAVE THE DATE:  All webinars are FREE and start 2:00pm, ET.    
No registration required – Log in details will be provided 24-48 
hours prior to the event.  For more information, please contact the 
Data User & Trade Outreach Branch at 800-242-2184 or 
ewd.outreach@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/academy.html
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Objectives

• Gain awareness of available Census data, data 
tools, and programs pertaining to the topic of 
new businesses

• Learn about how Census data can help you in 
expanding your business or industry

census.gov

• To obtain an archived 
copy, visit census.gov / 
Explore Data / Census 
Academy

• Find stories and free 
visualizations under 
‘Library’
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Outline
I.   About the Census Bureau

II.  Data Sources:

• Small Business Pulse Survey
• Annual Business Survey (ABS)
• Economic Census (EC)
• American Community Survey (ACS)

III.  Accessing our statistics:
• data.census.gov
• Census Business Builder (CBB)

Check Out Census Data in Action! 

America Counts:  Stories Behind the Numbers –
https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s 
largest statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each 
year, including 
- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of the 

United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the nation’s 
population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American business

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the nation's 
state and local government sector

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality 
data about America’s people, places, and economy. 

Decennial Population 
and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Census of Governments
Every 5 years

American Community Survey
Annual

Annual Retail Trade
Annual

Plus more than 130
demographic and economic surveys 

every year

About the Census Bureau
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 
– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available
– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available
– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data 

available 
• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Census Economic Surveys

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years



Key Census Bureau Terms
• NAICS (North American Industry Classification System)

• Our primary data dimension

• Establishments (vs. Companies, Firms, etc.) 
• Our collection/tabulation level

• Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Most programs only cover employer businesses
• Nonemployers: self-employed individuals

• U.S. Code Title 13 and 26 
• Protects business privacy and confidentiality
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Small Business Pulse Survey
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Small Business Pulse Survey

• The experimental Small Business Pulse Survey (Business Pulse) measures how 
changes in business conditions affect our nation’s small businesses during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

• Include information on:
• Business Pulse complements existing U.S. Census Bureau data collections by 

providing high-frequency, detailed information on small business-specific 
initiatives such as the Paycheck Protection Program

• Updated weekly
• Data releases began in May and are updated through June

• Business location closings, changes in employment, disruptions in the supply 
chain, the use of federal assistance programs, and expectations concerning 
future operations

• Published Survey Results by Sector and State for 50 Most Populous MSA’s
• Miscellaneous:

• https://www.census.gov/topics/preparedness/events/pandemics/covid-
19.html

• High-frequency results may aid businesses in making decisions and assist 
researchers studying the impact and responses to COVID-19.

https://www.census.gov/topics/preparedness/events/pandemics/covid-19.html
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Small Business Pulse Survey
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Small Business Pulse Survey
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Small Business Pulse Survey
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Small Business Pulse Survey



14

Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey

Annual Business Survey (ABS)

• Frequency – annually (First release, Spring 2020)

• Includes Economic and Demographic characteristics

• Business characteristics of businesses and business 
owners by sex, ethnicity, race, and veteran status

• Content incorporates a new set of questions for each 
survey year

• Access to data –
• data.census.gov
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html

Access to the Annual 
Business Survey data 

• data.census.gov

• https://www.census. 
gov/programs-
surveys/abs.html
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ABS Background

• Joint project between the Census Bureau and the National Science 
Foundation's (NSF) National Center for Science and Engineering 
Statistics (NCSES)

• Conducted annually as mandatory under Title 13
• Replaces Survey of Business Owners (SBO), Annual Survey of 

Entrepreneurs (ASE), and the Business R&D and Innovation Survey for 
Microbusinesses (BRDI-M)

• Removed the Innovation section from the Business R&D and Innovation 
Survey, which is now called the Business R&D Survey (BRDS)



17

Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey
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Economic Census
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•NAICS: Nearly every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

•Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

•Geography: National, state, metro and other lower geographies (areas shown vary by sector)

•Other Dimensions: Data by business size (establishment and firm; employment and revenue), 
Legal Form of Organization, Franchise status, etc.

•Over 200 data variables shown, including number of establishments, employment, payroll 
and “sales” plus sector-specific variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

2017 Economic Census
Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage
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Economic Census

2017 Economic Census Geography Releases – Finance & Insurance for   New York at the 3-digit 
NAICS for ‘All Establishments’

• Credit Intermediation and Related Activities: (NAICS code 522)
• Number of firms = 2,391
• Number of establishments = 9,343
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = N
• Number of employees = 200,534

• Securities, Commodity Contracts, and Other Financial Investments: (NAICS code 523)
• Number of firms = 5,705
• Number of establishments = 7,858
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = $200,762,200
• Number of employees = 192,482

(Source: 2017 Economic Census, TableID: EC1752BASIC)
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Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html
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What’s New for 2017

• Geographic Areas

• NAICS updates

• NAPCS

• New disclosure rules

• Data.census.gov platform

Presenting…
Your 2017 

Economic Census Data!

Found on 
data.census.gov

Economic Census
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Fun Facts & More… Connect With Us on Social Media
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Economic Census

To access 2017 Economic Census Data Product Releases - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html
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Covid-19 Data Hub

Exploring Our Data Tools
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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Census Business Builder 

Exploring Our Data Tools
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Census Business Builder
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data.census.gov

Exploring Our Data Tools
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data.census.gov
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American Community Survey
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American Community Survey

Class of Worker
American Community Survey

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data 
source for local statistics on critical planning topics such as 
age, children, veterans, commuting, education, income, and 
employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion 
of Federal government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal 
government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates each 
year

• Three key annual data releases:
• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)
• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)
• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

Percentage of civilian employed 
population 16 years and over:

68.9% Employee of private company 
workers

3.6% Self-employed in own 
incorporated business workers

8.0% Private not-for-profit wage and 
salary workers

13.4% Local, state, and federal 
government workers

6.1% Self-employed in own not 
incorporated business workers and 
unpaid family workers

Source: 2018 ACS 1-Year Estimates



Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 
Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING
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Content Overview
American Community Survey



Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Homelands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas/ZIP Codes

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

805,000+  
Geographic Areas

35,000+ 
Communities
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Selected Census Bureau Geographic Concepts
American Community Survey

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs.html



County of El Paso

STATE COUNTY

CENSUS TRACT

BLOCK GROUP
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts
American Community Survey
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Differences between Census Economic Programs and the 
American Community Survey

Economic Programs ACS

Estimate Base Establishment Household

Industry NAICS Census Codes

Geographies
ZIP Codes, Tribal businesses, Public 

establishment
ZCTAs, Tribal areas, Public area, 

extra geographies

American Community Survey



Census Data for America’s Workforce
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• Provide Employment Opportunities
• Identifying specific groups
• Providing insight into the jobs and careers pursued by these groups

• Ensure Equal Employment Opportunity
• Helping enforce nondiscrimination in employment

• Understand Changes
• Measuring growing or declining industries and occupations.

American Community Survey



Businesses Use the ACS Data to…

INFORM hiring decisions and workforce evaluation

DETERMINE when and where to open new facilities or expand existing ones based on population and demographic trends

CREATE effective regional marketing strategies that better serve communities and investors

FORECAST growth and sales to make better strategic decisions

STOCK shelves with goods suited to local household incomes or demographics

INVEST in infrastructure improvements

PERFORM risk analysis

$
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American Community Survey

census.gov/content/census/en/programs-surveys/acs/library/videos



Maricopa Association of Governments Commute Shed Reports
• Use ACS data to help drive economic development in the 

Phoenix, Arizona metropolitan area
• Show the area from which a worker can commute in 30 minutes 

or less from 100 key locations 
• Provide a picture of the residents, workers, and employers near 

a given location
• ACS data used in the report:

• Educational Attainment
• Median Household Income
• Median Age
• Occupation

• Commute Shed Reports are used by the Maricopa Association of 
Governments’ member agencies to grow regional economic 
opportunities and attract potential businesses looking to locate 
in the region

ACS Data in Action: Economic 
Development Organizations

“Tools such as industry cluster maps, commute shed reports, and a 
magnitude of demographic information have proven to be critical 
components in our smart growth plans for the future.” 
– Mayor Cathy Carlat, Peoria, Arizona

43

American Community Survey



ACS Data in Action: Opening a New Small Business – A Bike 
Shop in Portland, Oregon
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American Community Survey
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Quick Live Demo

data.census.gov

American Community Survey



• QuickFacts

• My Congressional District

• My Tribal Area

• OnTheMap for Emergency Management 

• Census Business Builder

• data.census.gov

• TIGER/Line Shapefiles w/ Selected 
Demographic Data

• Application Programming Interface       
(API)

census.gov/data/data-tools.html 46

Selected Ways to Access Data
American Community Survey
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American Community Survey

The American Community 
Survey was once a part of the 
Decennial Census that, and 
was known as the “Long 
Form” …………………………..

Your story

Your data details

Your outcome

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story

Data Tell Stories.  Tell us Yours!
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Q & A and Thank You!
Contact Information:

Adam Grundy

301-763-7592

Adam.P.Grundy@census.gov

Caleb Hopler

301-763-1405
acso.users.support@census.gov

For detailed questions concerning the 2020 Decennial, contact:

301-763-INFO or 800-923-8282 

To schedule additional training with a Census Data Dissemination 

Specialist in your area, please call 844-Ask-Data

Or email us at:  census.askdata@census.gov



Reference Materials

49



www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• A hierarchical classification system that groups establishments into industries based on 
the business activities in which they are primarily engaged.

• A comprehensive system covering the entire field  of business activities.

• Used to collect, tabulate, analyze, and disseminate statistics.

• A common language used among the United States, Canadian,  and Mexican statistical 
agencies

• Updated every five years

50

North  American  Industry Classification System (NAICS)
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DescriptionCodeLevel
Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry

NAICS Hierarchy
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